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our minds, we admire or despise them, we applaud
or hiss them. The most dreaded autocrats are
thus transformed into prisoners whom we summon
before the bar of our consideration. Vainly do
they desire to rule, to humble us. We succeed
through our reason in subjecting to our judgments
our haughtiest masters.

After having taken a seat at the performance of
life, we have a right to listen to the finest, the most
famous among the artists. We follow them in the
smallest details of their career. In case of need,
we abandon them, choosing at our pleasure more
attractive actors.

A delightful spectacle, which we attend or
leave with absolute independence, a performance
as changeful as the colour of the sky, never twice
the same: enveloping, impressing, thrilling! It
presents itself in everything that is said and done.
Does not the point in question principally concern
human beings and ideas which touch us most
closely: whom we love or abhor, whose triumph
we desire or fear?

IV. The progress of education and of the
modern press have singularly enlarged the stage
of life. The rarest, the most foreign, the most
varied actors are thus introduced into the per-
formance presented to our curiosity. Our distant